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Well,
my young brethren
I can say I never was more surprised
in my life
than to be called
upon to speak to you young men who
are called
upon to go jnto the mission
field
to preach
the Gospel
It is true I have been in the Church
to the nations
of the earth.
Just six months after
It was organized
I
from its beginning.
I
have
been
acquainted
with
all
of
those
who
were
ffrst
joined
it.
with
all
of
those
who
saw
the
plates
and
members of this
Church,
handled
them; even those who saw the angel Moroni who came to
I am well
acquainted
with every one of them and I have
them.
known them from the time that they came to Ohio until
their
I am the only living
witness
who was at the first
meeting
death;
The Smith family
were driven
that the Pronhet
held ib Kirtland.
and a small Church had been organized.
Oliver
from New York,
and Ziba Peterson
were members.
Well I
Cowdery,
Peter Whitmer,
to learn
about the plates
from
being anxious,
though
young,
those who knew all about it,
my mother
and I went up to the Snith
As I went in
farr,lly
the next night
after
they came to Kirtland.
They were all there,
the
there
were two or three
others
present.
from the old gentleman
and his wife to all
whole Smith family,
As we stood there
talkkng
to them Joseph
the sons and daughters.
Joseph looked
around
very
solemnly.
and Martin
Harris
came in.
It was the first
time some of them had ever seen him.
Said he:
'there
are enough here to hold a little
meeting.'
They got a
board and put it across
two chairs
to make seats.
Martin
Harris
They sang and prayed.
sat on a little
box at Joseph's
feet.
As he began to speak
Josenh got up and began to speak to us.
very
solemnly
and very earnestly
all at once his countenance
Those who looked
at him that day
changed and he stood mute.
said
there was a search light
within
him, over every part of his hr
I never saw anything
like
it on the earth.
I could not
body.
k&cmrtrmxm~lrmaqsnr teke my eyes off btf of him.
He got so white
that
anyone
who aaw him would have thought
he was transparent.
I remember I thought
I could almost
see the bones through
the
I have been through
my chan,ges since,
but that is photoflesh.
I shall
never forget
it.
He stood some
granhed
on my brain.
He looked
over the congregation
as if to pierce
every
minutes.
One
Said he: ‘do you know who has been in your midst?'
heart.
Martin
Harris
said:
of the Smiths
said 'an angel of the Lord.'
"it was our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ'.
Joseph put his hands
down on Martin
and said:
"God revealed
that
to you.
Brothers
the spirit
of God has been in your midst.
The Savior
and Sisters,
has been here
this
night
and I want to tell
you to remember it.
There Is a vail
over your eyes for you EXE could not endure to
You must be fed with milk not with
strong
meat.
look upon Him.
I want
you to remember
this
as if it were the last
thing
that
He has given all of you to me and has sealed
escaped my lips.
you up to everlasting
life
that where he is there
you may be also.
And if you are tempted
of Satan say 'get thee behind
me, Satan."'
These words are figursd
upon my brain;
and I never took my eyes
Then he knelt
down and prayed.
off his countenance.
I have never
I
felt
that
he
was talking
heard anything
like
it before
or since.
to the Lord and that power rested
down upon us in every fiber
of
and we received
a sermon from the lips
of the represenour bodies,
Much has come and gone from me through
the powers
tative
of God.
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and vicissitudes
of this
Church.
I have been in alnost
every
I have been driven
abbut and told
I would be shot and had
mob.
the Church until
it was
a gun pointed
at me, but I stayed with
The words
of the Prophet
that had been redriven
from Nauvoo.
vealed
to him have always been with
me from the beginning
to
Every principle
that has been given in
the end of the Gospel.
I know whereon
I stand,
I
the Church by the Pronhet
is true.
know what I believe,
I know what I know and I know what I testify
As I expect
to meet it at the bar
to you is the living
truth.
And when you stand before
of the eternal
Jehovah it is true.
He preached
polygamy
and he not only
the bar you will
know.
I am a living
witness
to it.
preached
it but he practiced
it.
It was given to him before
he gave it to the Church.
An Angel
came to him and the last
time he came with
a drawn sword in
his hand and told
Josenh if he did not go into
that principle
Joseph said he talked
to him.
He said in
he would slay him.
the Book of Mormon it was an abomination
in the eyes of the Lord,
except
the Lord speak.
and they were to adhere to these things
I am the first
being that the revelation
was given to him for
and I was one thousand
miles
away in Missouri
for we went up to
Jackson
County in '41.
I was there
in all the tribulations
and
I have been in houses that have been stoned.
The rocks
trials.
have been thrown
criss-cross
in every direction.
I have seen
I saw the first
martyr
the Brethren
shot and ruined
for life.
dead and a more heavenly
corpse I never
saw or expect
to see on
His face was so happy.
the face of the earth.
I have seen our
Bishop tarred
and feathered,
in the streets
of Missouri.
They
took off his shirt
and covered
him with
tar and then took a
I look at him and I
pillow
and turned
the feathers
over him.
thought
if ever man was counted
worthy
to be a martyr
he was.
His life
proved
it for he lived
an uoright
honorable
life
and
was beloved
by the Prophet
while
he lived
and after
he died the
Two of his sisters
were Joseph's
wives.
Prophet
honored
him.
&ma took them by the hand and gave them to Joseph.
I asked
him if Emma knew about me, and he said,
'Emma thinks
the world
I was not sealed to him until
I had a witness.
I had
of you.'
I thought
been dreamjng
for a number of years
I was his wife.
I prayed to God to take it from me for I
I was a great
sinner.
felt
it was a sin;
but when Joseph sent for me he told me all of
'Well'
said I, 'don't
you thinic
it was en angel
these things.
Said he, 'No.
of the Devil
that told you these things?!
It was
God Almighty
showed me the difference
between
an angel of God.
tbr an angel of Light
and Satan's
angels.
The angel came to me
three
times between
the year of ‘34 and '42 and said I was to
'But,'
obey that principle
or he would lay me.'
said he,'
they
called
me a false
and fallen
prophet
but I am more in favor
with
my God this
day than I ever was in all my life
before.
I Know
I have the oath
that I shall
be saved in the Kingdom of God.
of God upon it and God cannot
lie.
All that He gives me I shall
take with me for I have that authority
and that power conferred
Well,
I talked
with him for E
; long time and finally
upon me.'
'If God told you
I told him, 'I would have a witness.’
that why does he not tell
me?'
He asked me ii I was going to be
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'I have never told
a mortal
and shall
never tell
a
a traitor.
uarnestly
for the angel
mortal
I . . . . . . . "Well,'
said he, 'pray
aald
to me you should
have a witness'.
Well Brigham Young was
he wanted to know it.
with me. He said if I had a witness
'Why
'Well'
said he, '1 want to know
should
I tell
you?'
said I.
Said he 'do you know what Joseph said?
Since we
for myself.'
left
the office
the angel apoeared
to him and told him he was
well pleased
with him and that you should
have a witness.'
I
made it a subject
of nrayer
and I worried
about it because
I
did not dare to speak to a living
being except
Brigham Young.
I went out and got between
three
hay-stacks
where no one could
down I thought
why not pray as Moses did?
8ee me. As I knelt
When his hands were raised
He p,rayed with his hands raised.
Israel
was victorious
but when they were not raised
the PhilI lifted
my hands and I have heard
istines
were victorious.
Joseph say the angels
covered
their
faces.
I knelt
down and
if ever a poor mortal
prayed
I did.
A few nights
after
that
an angel of the Lord came to me and if ever a thrill
went
through
a mortal
it went through
me. I gazed upon the clothes
and figure
but the eyes were like
lightnir.g.
They pierced
me
from the crown of ny head to the soles of my feet.
I was frightI tried
to waken my aunt
ened almost
to death for a moment.
The angel leaned
over me and the light
was
but I could not.
When my aunt woke UD she
very greet
although
it was night.
said she had been a figure
in white
robes pass fro:n onr bed
Joseph cane
to my mother's
bed and oass out of the window.
He said,
'Have you had a witness
yet?'
UT> the next sabbath.
'Well'
said he 'the angel exnressly
told me you should
'No,'
Jc3cIzSaid I '1 r?ave not had a witness,
but I have seen
have.'
I saw an anzel
and I was
something
I have never seen before.
I did not speak.'
He studied
a
frightened
almost
to death.
while
and put his elbows on his knees and his face in his hands.
'How could you have been such a coward?'
He looked up and said,
"'Did
you think
to say,'
Father
help me?"
Said I, 'I was weak.'
'Well
if you had just
said that your mouth would have been
'No. '
He ceme to you
snened for that was an angel of the living
God.
with more knowledge,
intelligence,
and light
than I ever . . . to
'If
that was an anEel of light
why did he
reveal.'
I Us Said,
You covered
. . ..."
"Will
he ever co:ne again?"
not speak to me?'
He looked
around
and then he thought
a moment and said,
'No.
you shall'see
greater
Not the same one, but if you are faithful
And then he gave me three
signs of what would
thin
s than that.'
although
my husband
was far away from
take place in my own family,
Every word came true.
I went forward
and was
me at the time.
Brighzri
Young performed
the sealing,
and Heber
sealed
to him.
I know he had six wives and I have
C. Kimball
the blessing.
I know he had three
chilknown sane of them from childhood
up.
two are living
today but they are
They told me. I think
dren.
These are
not known as his children
as they go by other
names.
things
I can testify
to as the living
truth
and I have told
it
There is a great
deal said about this
Church
to the Josephites.
I never
knew of Joseph appoznting
him to be
and the Josephites.
known him to say it,
and I have known
I have never
the tronhet.
I heard Joseph
the boy ever since he was twelve
years of aae.
'I
have
rolled
this
Kingdom
off
of
my
shoulders
on to
say this:
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the shoulders
of the Twelve and they can carry
out this
work
and build
up H3s kingdom'.
Said
he, '1 am tired,
I have been
and from my
mobbed, I have suffered
so much, from outsiders
Some of the brethren
think
they can carry
this
own family.
I have asked the Lord
work on better
than I cc?n, far better.
I have to seal my testimony
to this
generation
to take me away.
I have to do it for this
work ~111 never prcgress
with my blood.
until
I aq gone for the testimony
is of no force
until
the tesPeople little
know who I am when they tal,c about
tator
is dead.
know until
they see me weighed
in the
me, and they never will
Then they will
know who I am
balance
in the Kingdom of God.
and see me as I am. I dare not tell
the.q and they do not know
These words were spoken with
such power that they peneme'.
trated
the heart
of every sould that believed
on him.
Now about
those Joyephites--1
have not a word to SRY about Joseph.
He is
He does not believe
doing a good work in the first
principles.
he does not Seljeve
in some other
things;
and he
in endowments;
dees not recognize
this
Church as the true church.
aut we have
Joseph said,
one criterion
to go by.
'The servant
cannot be
If they persecute
us they will
persegreater
than the Master.
Has his Son Joseph ever been persecuted?
Have they
cute you.'
and murdered
in cold blood?
But let me tell
you
been whipped,
this
Gospel 5s going to spread,
and you young men who are going
on mjssions
Five your hearts
to God, for He said 'Young men,
A.nd if you do g:ive Him your hearts
and Dray
give me thy heart.'
to the heavens
above the spirit
of God and the Holy Ghost will
If the great
soul that
rules
in heaven and on
rest
upon you.
and the jnspiration
of the spirit
comes down and rests
earth,
in your bosom you will
be able to speak the Light
to the people
and you will
gain a great
rewerd.
Just speaking
of yourself
in
your own strength
the spirit
is withdrawn.
You will
have no
It may tickle
the ear, but
power that will
reach the heart.
you must have the power of the Almighty.
You must have the angels
to be your companions
and rest
upon you.
Let them be your guide
inlay you ever drink
of the water
of inIn health
and trouble.
telligence
&hat flows
from the throne
of God.
God, Almighty
will
guide you and direct
you and you will
walk in the paths
of truth
and you will
receive
your reward
as His servants
for the good
This is my testimony
and I
deeds you have done on this
esrth.
hone and pray you will
believe
me for I have received
it from
and when that
servants
come he will
own his
the servants
heart,
A trying
hour and
people
if they are Z%& faithful
and humble.
darkest
hours are in the future
before
us and it is only those
and honest
before
God and endure to
who are humble,
contrite,
Faith
will
be tra.np&kd
the end who shall
recieve
the blessings.
down and there
will
be detrabtions
come upon those who are not
These are thinps
I tell
you and they are true and you
honest.
long enough.
All I have
will
see that
they ere, If you live
said to you about the future
will
come to pass just as sure as
May God bless
you and let you be
the sun shines
in the heavens.
on the alert
to recejve
the words of light
that
are given to you
You will
all be tried
by darkness
and the powers
by His servants.
In your heavenly
of darkness
will
come to you, but put your trust
let him be your guide and support
for He is the everlastfather,
worlds
without
ends.
I
hope
yotl
will
excuse me for
ing light,
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being a little
agitated,
but it is a terrible
. . . . for me to
#But I want you to rmnember what
cone and get un to sneak.
that
is my testimony,
as long as you live.
Joseph
I have said,
Since then I
told
me I would see great
things
than the angel.
three
came together
and stood before
have seen other persons;
me just as the sun went down,--Joseph,
Hyrum and Heber C.
It was pror.hecied
that
I should
see Joseph before
I
Kimball.
Still
I had not been thinking
about that.
I was thinkdied.
All at once I looked
uyi and
ing about a sermon I had heard.
in a circle
they stood before
me. Joseph stood in the :n:ddle
like
the new moon and he stood with his arms over their
shoulders.
They bowed to me about a dozen times or more.
I pinched
myself
around
the room to see where
to be sure I was awake, and I looked
I thought
I would shake hands with them.
I had placed
my things.
They saw my confusion
and understood
it and they laughed,.
and I
I had no
thought
Brother
Kiiball
would kill
himself
laughing.
As I went to shake hands with them they bowed, smiled,
and
fear.
They went like
a cloud behind
a mountain.
It
began to fade.
gave me more courage
and hope than I ever had before.
Sister
Lightner
stated
that
them were boys and she had raised
hes cIne daughter
in the Church.

she had ten children,
seven
three
of them to manhood.
/s/

Sadie

-reston

Mary

of
She

E. R. Lightner.

- Stenograrher.

Being asked concerning
her husband
Sister
Lightner
said.
'My
husband
did not belong
to the Church.
I begged and pled with him
He said hexxaah did not believe
in it
to join but he would not.
though
he though
a great
deal of Joseph.
He sacrificed
his
property
ratherxthan
testify
against
Joseph,
Hyrum and George A.
Smith.
After
he said this
I went forward
and was sealed
to Josenh
for Eternity.'
We her daughters
and granddaughters
end much more ever since we can remember.
/s/

N:.ry

have

H. Iiollins

beard

her

tell

this
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